Intro: purpose of FOSTERRS: we put this together a few years ago to discuss agency capabilities with regards to oil spill remote sensing

Once the idea was generated we started to invite other agencies.


-reached out to USCG, USGS, NGA


-still need to add: BSEE, ICCOPR, more from NOA, DOE, etc. 


Idea is to create a matrix with assets for use in the event of a spill (location, point of contact, etc.)


This is not an operational group; it is just for information sharing

Cathleen Jones’ presentation:


A question was asked on information about NOFO spills: funds are raised by participants to test equipment. It’s a collaborative effort to prepare to respond. 


-Can the OSLTF facilitate something different for us here? Short answer: No.

Ira’s presentation:


Emulsion is: tiny droplets of oil/ water mixed: except when oil is very thin, very fresh, or very volatile

TWIG team for DWH NRDA

Thin sheens appear hundreds of miles from well head after dispersants sprayed at seabed ( satellite imagery did not capture heavier oil to support sheens but may have been too small or below surface ( concern about spraying dispersants only making small droplets not getting rid of the sheen…
Have there been any other opportunities to fly over oil spills besides DWH or Refugio? – yes we’re using the Taylor Energy spills and of course Norway’s intentional releases

Jordan’s Presentation:

During the exercise, Jordan inquired with the Marine Transportation System Recovery Unit (MTSRU) about the cost of closing the Port of Houston. Their estimates were $1.5M / hour for the first 3 days, increasing to $1.5B / day after that. 

Can EPA Viewer and ERMA use WMS? – yes

Mission tool suite? NOT SURE

Website Improvements: send feedback to William Boll (NOAA)

We can put presentations up, minutes, etc.

www.ospo.noaa.gov/fosterrs
oil spill workshop, tentatively scheduled for Sept. 18-21 (week of) in College Park

Send items for agenda by April 4th.

Homework: review the COP Best Practices document so we can discuss during next meeting.

